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Small-leaved Privet (Ligustrum sinense) in fruit.  
Photo © Dr B McDonald

Deforestation has primarily occurred to create areas of livestock 
pasture and other agricultural uses, causing diverse and 
complex forest ecosystems to be replaced with much simpler 
ecosystems dominated by non-native species. Photo © C Stehn
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Further examples of the three habitat classes used in the study: (a) pasture site with dense, managed grass cover; (b) pasture site with 
riparian regrowth visible in the middle ground and forested hills in the far distance; (c) pasture site with transect midline and 1m x 1m 
vegetation survey quadrat shown; (d) regrowth site with dense Small-leaved Privet in the understorey; (e) regrowth site with a more open 
understorey and visible cattle tracks; (f ) forest site with an open understorey, tall, closed canopy and leaf litter and large woody debris all 
visible; and (g) forest site with special life forms including tree ferns, small palms and vines. Photo (f ) © Dr B McDonald; photos (a) - (e) and (g) © D Rudd. 
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Insect-eating bird species recorded in regrowth sites: (a) & (b) male and female rufous whistler; (c) white-browed scrubwren; (d) brown 
thornbill. Photos © D Rudd



4   Biodiversity values of privet regrowth on the eastern Dorrigo plateau

Stock exclusion fencing is likely to help limit grazing impacts on 
seedling growth and survival, leading to increased recruitment of 
native rainforest species. Photo © C Stehn


